
 
WOMEN’S CHILDHELP DESERT CLASSIC 

BENEFITING CHILDHELP MERV GRIFFIN VILLAGE 
 

RANCHO MIRAGE, CA – JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 7, 2010 
Preview Notes as of January 28, 2010 (rankings as of 2009 year-end) 

 
TOURNAMENT OVERVIEW 
Site:  Mission Hills Country Club   Qualifying:  Begins Sunday, January 31  
  Rancho Mirage, Calif.    Main Draw:  Begins Tuesday, February 2 
                                      (32 singles / 16 doubles) 
Surface:  Hard / Outdoors     Prize Money:  $25,000 
Web site: procircuit.usta.com        

 
 
Tournament Director:   Lornie Kuhle, (760) 737-6520, ekuhle@aol.com 
 

Tournament Press Contact:  Same as above 
 

USTA Communications:   Eric Schuster, (914) 696-7260, schuster@usta.com 
     Kristen Clonan, (914) 697-2262, clonan@usta.com  
 

 
 

The Women’s Childhelp Desert Classic enters its second year on the USTA Pro Circuit. It is the first of 
three USTA Pro Circuit $25,000 women’s tournaments of the year hosted in California (joining Laguna 
Niguel in February and Redding, following the US Open in September).  
 
This year’s field features former world No. 41 Lilia Osterloh, who reached the fourth round of the US Open 
and Wimbledon in 2001, Fed Cup standout Alexa Glatch, and 1999 Wimbledon semifinalist Mirjana Lucic, 
of Croatia.  
 
Players scheduled to compete in the main draw include:  
 
Lilia Osterloh 
Age: 31 (4/7/78)  Hometown: Aliso Viejo, Calif. 2009 year-end ranking: 137 
 
Osterloh has been competing on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour for more than a decade, finishing in the year-end 
Top 100 from 1999 to 2001, and again in 2007. She reached a career-high No. 41 in April 2001 after reaching the 
fourth round at Wimbledon and the US Open in 2000. On the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, Osterloh has advanced to 
the singles semifinals in three events and has captured two doubles titles. She won USTA Pro Circuit singles titles 
at the $75,000 event in Pittsburgh in 2005 and the $50,000 event in Waikoloa, Hawaii, in 2006, and has reached 
seven USTA Pro Circuit singles finals since 1996. Osterloh also owns seven USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles. She 
is one of just four women to have won both the NCAA singles title (Stanford) and USTA Girls’ 18s 
Championships. 
 
Alexa Glatch 
Age: 20 (9/10/89) Hometown: Newport Beach, Calif. 2009 year-end ranking: 141 
 
Glatch propelled the U.S. to its first Fed Cup final since 2003 by winning two of the U.S.’s three points—dropping 
just six games in four sets against two Top 50 players—in its 3-2 semifinal victory against the Czech Republic in 
April 2009. Also last year, Glatch defeated No. 14 seed Flavia Pennetta, 6-1, 6-1, in the first round of the French 
Open and advanced to the third round of Indian Wells. In late 2008, she won back-to-back $50,000 ITF events in 
Toronto and Saguenay, Canada. Shortly after reaching the final of the girls’ singles and doubles at the 2005 US 



Open, Glatch suffered injuries in a motor scooter accident, breaking her right wrist and left elbow. She returned to 
the USTA Pro Circuit the following year and won her first career pro title at the $10,000 event in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  
 
Madison Brengle 
Age: 19 (4/3/90)  Hometown: Dover, Del.  2009 year-end ranking: 167 
 
Brengle was one of America’s top junior players in 2007, when she advanced to the girls’ singles final at both the 
Australian Open and Wimbledon. On the pro level, she has played in the main singles draw at three of the four 
Grand Slams, competing in the 2007 US Open and winning wild card playoffs to gain entry into the 2007 and 
2008 Australian Opens as well as the 2008 French Open. On the USTA Pro Circuit in 2009, Brengle advanced to 
the semifinals of $50,000 events in Boston and Troy, Ala., and the doubles final at the $75,000 event in 
Vancouver. In 2008, she reached the semifinals of $50,000 events in San Diego and Vancouver. Brengle won her 
first career USTA Pro Circuit event at the $10,000 event in Baltimore in 2005. 
 
Angela Haynes 
Age: 25 (9/27/84)  Hometown: Victorville, Calif.  2009 year-end ranking: 171 
 
Haynes found success at the Grand Slams in the early stages of her career, advancing to the third round of the 
2004 US Open and taking a set from Serena Williams in the first round of Wimbledon in 2005. In 2009, she 
reached the third round at Indian Wells, and also qualified for the Olympus US Open Series event in Stanford, 
Calif., and the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour event in Charleston, S.C. Also last year, Haynes won a round in 
qualifying at the French Open and Wimbledon, and advanced to the final round of qualifying at the US Open. She 
holds seven career USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles, along with two singles titles. In 2008, she advanced to the 
semifinals of tour-level Quebec City as a qualifier (falling to then-world No. 11 Nadia Petrova).  
 
Alexandra Stevenson 
Age: 29 (12/21/80)  Hometown: San Diego  2009 year-end ranking: 216 
 
Former Top 20 player Stevenson emerged in 1999 by advancing to the Wimbledon semifinals as a qualifier—
becoming the first female qualifier in the tournament’s history to reach the semifinals. She was ranked in the year-
end Top 100 each year from 1999 to 2003, and peaked at No. 18 in the world in 2002 after reaching her second 
Sony Ericsson WTA Tour final of the year. Injuries drove her rankings into the 600s in 2005, but Stevenson 
rebounded to climb back into the Top 200 last year, reaching the final at the $50,000 event in Carson, Calif., for 
her best result on the USTA Pro Circuit since winning the $50,000 event in Midland, Mich., in 1998. Stevenson is 
the daughter of basketball Hall of Famer Julius Erving. 
 
Alison Riske 
Age: 19 (7/3/90)  Hometown: McMurray, Pa.  2009 year-end ranking: 217 
 
Riske improved her Sony Ericsson WTA ranking more than 650 places in 2009 by winning her first pro title at the 
USTA Pro Circuit $50,000 event in Troy, Ala., as a qualifier. In addition, she reached the final at the $10,000 
event in Hilton Head Island, S.C., and the semifinals at $50,000 events in Boston and Indian Harbour Beach, Fla. 
As a junior, Riske rose to No. 2 in the USTA Girls’ 18s national standings. She was a finalist at the 2007 USTA 
Girls’ 18s National Championships and a quarterfinalist at the 2007 Dunlop Orange Bowl. Riske also served as a 
practice partner for the U.S.’s 2008 Fed Cup semifinal against Russia.      
 
Julia Cohen 
Age: 20 (3/23/89)  Hometown: Philadelphia   2009 year-end ranking: 251 
 
Cohen, an All-American at the University of Miami, reached the semifinals of the NCAA tournament as a 
sophomore in 2009. As a freshman, she was selected as the SEC and ITA Rookie of the Year playing for the 
University of Florida. Cohen also thrived on the pro level in 2009, reaching the semifinals at the $50,000 USTA 
Pro Circuit event in Carson, Calif., the quarterfinals at a $100,000 event in Bronx, N.Y., and the semifinals at 
$25,000 ITF events in Waterloo, Canada, and Mexico City. She also won the doubles title at a $10,000 event in 
Celeya, Mexico. In 2008, she won three USTA national championships (Mother & Daughter Grass Courts, Senior 
Father & Daughter Indoor and Clay Courts). Cohen peaked at No. 4 in the ITF World Junior Rankings in 2007, 
when she reached the Australian Open girls’ doubles final.  



 
Mirjana Lucic (CRO) 
Age: 27 (3/9/82)  Hometown: Tampa, Fla.  2009 year-end ranking: 258 
 
Lucic was one of the tennis’ rising stars in the late 1990s, peaking at No. 32 in 1998 and advancing to the 
semifinals of Wimbledon in 1999 before falling to Steffi Graf. She also won the 1998 Australian Open doubles title 
with Martina Hingis and, in singles, advanced to the third round of the US Open in 1997 and 1998, and at the 
French Open in 2001. Lucic went into a semi-retirement in 2003. She played just two events between the 2003 
US Open and the 2007 Sony Ericsson WTA Tour event in Memphis—both at the $75,000 USTA Pro Circuit event 
in Dothan, Ala.—and is now attempting a comeback on the USTA Pro Circuit. In 2009, Lucic advanced to the final 
of the $25,000 event in Bayamon, Puerto Rico, and the semifinals of the $50,000 event in Las Vegas as a 
qualifier.  
 
Kimberly Couts 
Age: 20 (5/9/89)  Hometown: Bradenton, Fla.  2009 year-end ranking: 275 
 
Demonstrating steady progress up the professional ladder, Couts won her first pro title at the $10,000 USTA Pro 
Circuit event in Evansville, Ind., in 2007, and has since graduated to $25,000 and $50,000 events. Last year, she 
advanced to the semifinals at $25,000 events in El Paso, Texas, and Laguna Niguel, Calif., the second round at 
the $75,000 event in Albuquerque, N.M., and qualified for $50,000 events in Clearwater, Fla., and Las Vegas. 
Couts also won doubles titles at $25,000 events in Lutz, Fla., and Bayamon, Puerto Rico, and reached the 
doubles final in Las Vegas and Grapevine, Texas, also a $50,000 event. In 2008, Couts reached the singles 
semifinals at the $25,000 events in Raleigh, N.C., and El Paso, Texas, and captured the doubles championship in 
Raleigh and at the $50,000 event in Lexington, Ky. As a junior, Couts won the 2006 Easter Bowl and was a 
former USTA Girls’ 16s No. 1. 
 
Players competing in the qualifying draw include:  
 
Megan Moulton-Levy 
Age: 24 (3/11/85)  Hometown: Monroe, Mich.  2009 year-end ranking: 275 
 
Moulton-Levy was a former All-American at the College of William & Mary, where she became the first player in 
the school’s history to advance to the singles semifinals of the NCAA Championships (2006). She reached the 
doubles final of the 2007 NCAA Championships. Moulton-Levy holds one USTA Pro Circuit singles title ($10,000 
Evansville, Ind., in 2008). 
 
Laura Granville 
Age: 28 (5/12/81)  Hometown: Chicago   2009 year-end ranking: 296 
 
Former world No. 28 Granville made her return to tennis in March 2009 after being sidelined her for a year with 
injury. She won the first event in her comeback, the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Redding, Calif., and also 
won the $10,000 event in Landisville, Pa., and reached the semifinals at the $50,000 event in Carson, Calif., 
where she won the doubles title. Granville has advanced to the third round or better at all four Grand Slams, 
including the fourth round at Wimbledon in 2002 and 2007, and the third round of the US Open in 2005. She is the 
only player to win consecutive USTA Girls’ 18s titles (1998-99) and NCAA singles titles (2000-01 at Stanford 
University). She enters the year with 14 career USTA Pro Circuit titles (nine singles), including the $75,000 event 
in Midland, Mich., in both 2005 and 2008. 
 
Lena Litvak 
Age: 21 (11/15/88)  Hometown: Bronx, N.Y.  2009 year-end ranking: 339 
 
Litvak, born in the Ukraine, qualified for two $75,000 USTA Pro Circuit events in 2009 (Dothan, Ala., and 
Vancouver). She also competed in ITF-level events in Mexico, Korea, Greece, Israel and Portugal. Before turning 
pro, Litvak played at Harvard for one year. 
 
Courtney Dolehide 
Age: 17 (3/25/92)  Hometown: Hinsdale, Ill.  2009 year-end ranking: 470 
 
Dolehide reached first pro final at $10,000 Wichita, Kan., in 2009. On the junior circuit, she took third place in 
singles and doubles at the 2008 USTA Girls’ 18s National Winter Championships and was also featured on 
ESPNRise.com, an ESPN website celebrating high school athletics. 
 



Nicole Gibbs 
Age: 16 (3/3/93)  Hometown: Manhattan Beach, Calif.  2009 year-end ranking: 490 
 
Gibbs won her first pro title in 2007 at the age of 14 at a $10,000 ITF event in Mexico City. She continued to fulfill 
that early promise in 2009, reaching the semifinals at the $25,000 ITF event in Puebla, Mexico, and the 
quarterfinals at the USTA Pro Circuit $50,000 event in Carson, Calif. She also reached the semifinals at the 
International Spring Championships, an ITF World Junior Circuit event, and the quarterfinals at the USTA Girls’ 
18s National Championships. In 2008, Gibbs reached back-to-back quarterfinals at $10,000 events in Atlanta and 
Evansville, Ind., before reaching the final at the Canadian Open, an ITF junior event. Gibbs won the Girls’ 16s 
Easter Bowl title in 2007 and, later that year, helped the U.S. capture the World Junior Tennis title (14-and-under 
international team competition).   
 
 
 
Tournament Points and Prize Money for $25,000 Women’s Level 

 

 Winner Runner-Up Semifinalist Quarterfinalist Round 16 Round 32 
Singles Prize Money $2,940 $1,666 $1,078 $686 $490 $294 
Singles WTA Ranking Points 50 34 24 14 8 1 
Doubles Prize Money (team) $1,176 $686 $392 $196 $98 -- 

 
 

The USTA Pro Circuit 
With more than 90 tournaments throughout the country and prize money ranging from $10,000 to $100,000, the USTA 
Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for aspiring tennis players and a frequent 
battleground for established professionals. Last year, more than 1,000 men and women from more than 70 countries 
competed on the USTA Pro Circuit for approximately $3.2 million in prize money and valuable ATP and WTA Tour 
ranking points. Maria Sharapova, Andy Roddick, James Blake, Andy Murray, Jelena Jankovic, David Nalbandian 
and Jo-Wilfried Tsonga are among today’s top stars that began their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit. The USTA Pro 
Circuit is world-class tennis administered on the local level and played on local tennis courts as part of the fabric of 
communities nationwide -- an opportunity for current and new fans to experience the excitement and intensity of the 
professional game in their neighborhood. 


